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The European Union’s strategic options for moving towards Liquefied
Natural Gas and their implications for gas-exporting member states

Dr. Sofiane Oudjida

The study aims primarily to present and analyze one of the current challenges
facing European energy markets, particularly Liquefied Natural Gas markets in the
European Union in light of the repercussions of the current Russian-Ukrainian crisis
and the decisions taken by the European Union to deal with it. This study also
focuses —in particular— on the “RepowerEU” plan, which aims to ensure the EU's
energy independence from Russian fossil fuels and accelerate the transition to
renewable energy. It also discusses the implications of the energy crisis on global
LNG markets as well as on OAPEC LNG exporters considering the European Union's
strategic options in moving towards liquefied natural gas, by analyzing exports over

the past ten years (2012-2022), including changes in the aftermath of the crisis
(2022-2024).



Abstract

Future Energy Demand Perspective in the Context of Energy
Transition

Eng. Torki Hasan Hemsh

Energy is the lifeblood of societies and the primary catalyst for economic growth and social
development. Over the last century, oil, natural gas, and coal have dominated the global energy mix, with
fossil fuels powering unprecedented economic expansion. However, with increasing environmental
concerns and climate challenges calling for carbon emission reduction, the term «Energy Transition»
has emerged. It signifies a profound economic and social shift aimed at finding solutions that guarantee
energy security and diversify sources toward alternatives.

This study, asserts that the journey toward a low-carbon future is complex and multi-faceted,
requiring a delicate balance between ensuring energy security, affordability, and sustainability. The
study delves into the main challenges facing this transition, which include:

*  Technical Challenges: Related to energy storage, efficiency, and the development of smart
grids.

*  Economic and Geopolitical Challenges: Necessitating massive investments, international
cooperation, and supportive policies.

*  Social Challenges: Linked to changing individual behaviors and the potential impact of job
losses in traditional energy sectors.

The study also highlights the growing importance of critical and rare elements in clean energy
technologies. The concentration of the supply chain for these materials in a few countries raises
legitimate concerns about the geopolitical risks associated with the transition»s trajectory.

In its analysis of the future energy demand perspective, the study addresses developments in the
global energy mix and the impact of key factors such as the proliferation of Electric Vehicles (EVs),
the effect of Artificial Intelligence (AI) on increasing demand, and the role of population growth.

The study reaches a pivotal conclusion: the Energy Transition will not mean abandoning traditional
energy sources in the foreseeable future. On the contrary, oil and gas will remain the foundational
component of the global energy mix in the near term. The study»s forecasts indicate that the combined
demand for oil and gas will be no less than 210 million barrels of oil equivalent per day by 2050.

Navigating Energy Transition requires policymakers to understand its complex dynamics and the
pivotal role that fossil fuels will continue to play in ensuring stable energy supplies. The challenge
lies in managing the gradual phase-out of carbon responsibly and equitably, while developing
technologies that enhance the efficiency of oil and gas extraction, in parallel with deploying clean
energy alternatives. This balanced approach is the key to successfully transitioning to a renewable
energy economy accessible to all.

* Senior Petroleum Expert, - Technical Affairs Department, OAPEC - Kuwait
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